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Message from Eric Goplerud, 

Board Chair 

 

Dear Friends, 

I believe that climate change is the ethical, religious and moral 

issue of our time. All faith traditions share a common morality to 

be responsible stewards of Creation, to honor the Earth we 

share with our children and the web of life. Together, we are 

building a powerful interfaith grassroots advocacy movement in 

Northern Virginia that is motivating local and state policy makers 

to implement concrete actions to reduce greenhouse gases.  

Local action on climate change is important. Fairfax County’s 

residents generate more than 12 million megatons of 

greenhouse gases annually, more than DC, Vermont, Rhode 

Island or Delaware. That equals 24,000 pounds of greenhouse 

gas pollution for each resident of the county!  The DC metro 

region emits more greenhouse gas than 21 states!   

The Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions celebrates some 

significant achievements this year. In June, the Fairfax Board of Supervisors voted to join 

mayors of more than 300 cities worldwide to voluntarily comply with the Paris Climate Accord.  

The Supervisors recommitted to cut greenhouse gases by 2% per year countywide, an 80% 

reduction in greenhouse gases by 2050. This spring, the Supervisors renewed the County’s 10 

year Environmental Vision; for the first time, including a chapter on climate and energy. Fairfax 

County and the Fairfax County Public Schools released new, highly interactive energy 

dashboards showing the electric, water, natural gas, sewer and greenhouse gas pollution for 

every Fairfax public building. These are enormous steps forward in public transparency for 

which FACS advocated for three years.  

We have much still to do. The Fairfax to Zero campaign will frame our advocacy with local and 

state policy makers this year. We will grow our movement, engaging many more faith 

communities in local action. We will help congregations strengthen their own actions to reduce 

energy.    

I’m optimistic that, together, we are making a difference.  With your help, we are creating a 

better world for ourselves, our children and all God’s creatures.    

Thank you! 

  

Eric Goplerud, Board Chair 

Faith Alliance for Climate 

Solutions 
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Executive Leadership Report 

 

In 2017, FACS said goodbye to its Executive Director of more than a year, Reba 
Elliott, who moved to Charlottesville. Under Reba’s leadership, FACS grew to 
involve more than 50 congregations in Northern Virginia, including Muslim, Catholic, 
Unitarian Universalist, mainline and Evangelical Protestant, and peace traditions. 
Her tightly focused advocacy and coalition building resulted in the Fairfax County 
Board of Supervisors voting to join more than 240 mayors committing to meeting the 
Paris climate accord goals, regardless of Federal policy. She amplified voices of 
faith and love for creation through her leadership and her example. 

 

FACS welcomed its new Executive Director, Meg Mall on July 1st. Meg brings her leadership 

skills and commitment to social justice to FACS. She has 15 years of nonprofit experience 

providing support and leadership to international development organizations, social enterprises, 

global associations and local nonprofit organizations. Meg has worked with stakeholders across 

the globe to build partnerships and coalitions. Before joining FACS, Meg filled many roles at 

Goodwill Industries International, Inc., most recently in the capacity as an International 

Development Consultant, and prior to that as the Director of International Development. Meg 

was the General Secretary for Workability Americas, the largest global association representing 

organizations committed to the employment of people with disabilities. Meg holds a Masters in 

International Commerce and Policy from George Mason University and a degree in International 

Business and Spanish from Valparaiso University. Meg is a member of the Church of the Holy 

Comforter in Vienna.  She lives in Reston, Virginia with her husband and two young children, 

ages 6 and 9.  

Meg Mall, Executive Director 

Faith Alliance for Climate 

Solutions 
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Vision 

Recognizing that care for creation is a moral responsibility of people of all faith traditions, Faith 
Alliance for Climate Solutions organizes and empowers congregations to become champions of 
climate change action in their communities, influencing moral climate policies, and affecting 
change through the climate positive actions of its members. 
 

Mission 

Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions (FACS) catalyzes climate change mitigation and adaptation 
strategies at the local level through the collective impact of its network of faith communities that 
share our vision of caring for creation. Through advocacy, capacity-building, knowledge-sharing 
and leadership opportunities, FACS strengthens the impact of its interfaith network as stewards 
of creation. 
 

Programs 

Advocacy 

We advocate for moral climate policies in Northern Virginia 

counties and in the Commonwealth. We reach policy makers in 

ways that matter to them, including organizing legislative visits, 

attending budget hearings, and speaking out in local media. 

 

 

 

Mentor Congregational Environment and 

Climate Teams 

Our mentoring service helps congregations and teams recruit 

new members, plan and execute effective projects, and 

communicate with the wider congregational community to attain 

buy-in and support. 

 

 

Workshops/Network Events 

We organize workshops and events for our congregations in 

order to facilitate information-sharing and effective practices in 

our network.  
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Program Impact  

Mobilizing the Faith Community 
 
Through FACS’ network of over 50 congregations in 
Northern Virginia, FACS engaged over 1,000 faith leaders 
in events, advocacy, and mentoring. We demonstrate the 
strength of the faith community in showing up and acting 
on our shared concern for our climate as the moral issue of 
our time. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

            
 
 
 
 
 

Ensuring the Faith Community 

has a Voice in State and Local 

Government 

Nearly 200 people attended 

FACS "Dialogue on Virginia’s 

Energy Future" with then 

Democratic Gubernatorial 

Candidate Ralph Northam on 

August 14, 2017 . With a packed 

room, Dr. Northam could not 

mistake the overwhelming 

commitment and passion for a 

low-carbon, clean energy future 

from the faith-based community 

and our partners. FACS also held 

a webinar with Generra Peck, 

then-Republican Gubernatorial 

Candidate Ed Gillespie’s Policy 

Director on October 17th. 

 

FACS reorganized its advocacy and outreach to elected 

leaders in Fairfax County by forming advocacy teams in each 

Fairfax County Board of Supervisor’s District / School Board 

Member’s District. This structure enables FACS to more 

effectively and consistently communicate the faith 

communities’ concern for our shared environment and climate 

change. Two dozen faith leaders signed up to join the teams 

within just a few months! 

In February, FACS organized over 60 people in Fairfax County to call for clean energy 

at the Fairfax County Board of Supervisor’s meeting. The group dressed in red and 

called on the creation of a Fairfax County climate and energy office to help residents 

and businesses go green.  
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Results 
 
Local Action = Local Results. Read how FACS’ local advocacy has led to change. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Energy Dashboard 

Due in large part to FACS’ faithful 

persistence, Fairfax County now has 

a beautiful, highly interactive energy 

dashboard.    The public can now 

examine the electric, water, natural 

gas, sewer and, soon, greenhouse 

gas pollution for every Fairfax public 

and parks building, as well as  energy 

use of each type of facility. This is an 

enormous step forward in public 

transparency.   

 https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/energy/energydata 

Public Accountability and Commitment 

In 2017, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, 

urged by FACS, publicly committed to tackling climate 

change. Fairfax County joined the National Mayors 

Climate Action Agenda in June, committing to cutting 

countywide greenhouse gas (GHG) pollution 

consistent with the Paris Climate Accords – the first 

county to join more than 300 mayors and governors to 

make this commitment. The Board of Supervisors also 

adopted its 10-year Environmental Vision, including a 

section on climate change for the first time. 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/energy/energydata


7                                                                                                                                            

Resources & Financial Management 

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, FACS’ total revenue for 2017 was $62,707, with total 

expenses for $54,284. Administrative expenses account for only 18% of our overall expenses, 

meaning 82% of your donations goes directly into programs. FACS anticipates 16% growth in 

revenues for 2018, with the bulk of its growth anticipated from corporate partnerships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

58% 17% 

24% 

1% 

Source of Funds: 

Individuals Congregations

Grants Corporations

45% 

25% 

12% 

18% 

How Funds Are Used: 

Organizing Advocacy Events

Develop and Support Green Teams

Expand Congregations

Administrative
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Executive Leadership 
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 Join a FACS Advocacy Team 

 Volunteer to support FACS’ operations and programs 

 Interested in my congregation joining FACS 

Please visit our website http://www.faithforclimate to learn more, or call us at 571-882-

9312. Send this form by email to info@faithforclimate.org or mail to our office at P.O. 

Box 2012, Reston, VA 20195. 

 

Name:  ____________________________ Phone: ___________________________ 

Email:  ______________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________________________ 

We Need Your Help 

 

Donate to FACS’ Fairfax to Zero Campaign 

Fairfax to Zero is an ambitious effort to promote local policies that will 

reduce greenhouse gases by 2% every year, reaching carbon neutrality 

by 2050.  Fairfax County will take bold, urgent and sustained actions to 

become a leader in local solutions to climate change.  

You can donate online here: 

 or mail a 

check to our office at P.O. Box 2012, Reston, VA 20195. We also 

accept donations by bank or stock transfer. Please contact us for 

transfer information. 

 

Volunteer and Help Make a Difference 

FACS is seeking volunteers to expand our impact. If you are interested in joining our cause, 

please complete the information below and/or join our e-newsletter to stay informed here: 

www.faithforclimate.org/join  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

       
 

Connect With Us!              

(571) 882-9312 | info@faithforclimate.org 

mailto:info@faithforclimate.org
https://actionnetwork.org/fundraising/fairfax-to-zero-campaign
http://www.faithforclimate.org/join
https://www.linkedin.com/company/faithallianceforclimatesolutions/
https://www.facebook.com/FaithAllianceforClimateSolutions/
https://twitter.com/FaithforClimate

